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Brief Description of Romania, Iasi County  

and Iasi Municipality  
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× Geographical position: South-Eastern Europe 

× Area: 238 391 sq. km. 

× Population: 20.121.641 inhabitants (from the 2011 census) 

   ï 54 % urban population 

× Neighbours: The Republic of Moldavia, Ukraine, The Black Sea, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Hungary 

 

 

North ï East Development Region 

 
Iasi county is part of North-East Development Region, set up according to the regional 

development law (2004), following a period of consultation with EU experts. The legislation identified 

and established 8 regional development areas in Romania, regions representing geographical areas 

similar to those existing in Member States at what is referred to as NUTS II level, the level at which 

regional initiatives take place. 



 4 

The North East Development 

Region is made up of the Counties 

of Bacau, Botosani, Iasi, Neamt, 

Suceava and Vaslui. In terms of both 

area and population this is the largest 

development region in Romania 

(with 36.850 square km and about 

3,3 million inhabitants). Decision-

making for regional initiatives is 

carried out by a board (the Regional 

Development Board) consisting of 

representatives from the County 

administrations, Municipalities, 

Towns and Communes. 

 

 

Iaĸi County and Municipality 
 

 
× Iaĸi is known as ñThe City of the Three 

Unionsò (1600, 1859, 1918) or ñThe Cradle 

of the Romanian Unionsò; 

 

× Iaĸi is surnamed ñThe City of the Seven 

Hillsò, considered in 1691 by the Italian 

Marco Bandini as ñA New Romeò 

 

× Iaĸi is considered to be ñThe Capital of the 

Romanian Culture and Spiritualityò 

 

× One of the brightest Neolithic culture in Europe  - the famous Cucuteni culture                 

(5000 - 4500 B.C.) has its cradle here; 

 

× Geographical position of the County: North -  East of Romania; 

 
× Area: 5 476 sq. km. 

 

× Population: 921.056 inhabitants (October, 2016) ï 2nd place after Bucharest - out of which: 

 ï 444.752 urban inhabitants - 46 %; 

ï 476.304 rural inhabitants - 54 %. 

 

× Important localities  - the municipality of Iaĸi - the Countyôs capital ï 363.312 inhabitants; 

              - the municipality of Paĸcani ï 43.383 inhabitants; 

     - Tg. Frumos town ï 14.593 inhabitants;                            

     - H©rlŁu town ï 12.429 inhabitants; 

     - Podu Iloaiei town ï 11.035 inhabitants; 

     - it includes 93 communes and 418 villages. 

× Neighbours: Suceava County, Botoĸani County, the river Prut (the Republic of Moldavia), Vaslui 

County and NeamŞ County; 

 

× Climate: continental - temperate, defined by freezing winters and draughty summers; 

      - annual average temperature: 8 - 9.5 Celsius degrees 
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Natural resources 
 

The landscape is dominated by plains and low hills; westwards, approaching to the Oriental 

Carpathians, the hills are higher and the forest area more widen. The medium height is about 250 

meters above sea level. 

 

The county is not very rich in underground resources, but there are quarr ies of construction 

materials (sand, breakstone, chalk), as well as clay deposits (in Ciurea, Tomeĸti, Holboca 

communes). The mineral waters of Strunga, Nicolina, Cucuteni are well known for their therapeutic 

properties. 

 

The water resources represent 2,6% of the territory. The main rivers that cross the county are 

Moldavia, Siret, Bahlui, Jijia and Prut, the last being the natural border between Romania and the 

Republic of Moldavia. 

 

The vegetation is the same as in Central Europe: oak and beech woods, poplars and willows forests. 

The forest area covers 17,6% of the county.  

 

The fauna is represented by various species of animals (wild bear, wolf, fox, deer, squirrel, etc.), and 

the aquatic fauna is favorable to the breed of carp, perch and sleep.  

 

 

Infrastructure  

 
The county of Iaĸi is very well connected to the capital of Romania (Bucharest), the access roads to the 

city being the National Road DN28 through Roman and DN24 through Vaslui, both of them being 

recently modernised. At about 80 km distance to the city of Iaĸi there is the junction with the European 

Road E85 (linking the county to Suceava/ North and Bucharest/ South). 

 

There is also a project of a Highway between T©rgu Mureĸ ï Iaĸi ï Ungheni to be developped in the 

near future, an attractive alternative for international traffic, wich will link the Pan-European Transport 

Corridors IV and IX. 

 

The infrastructure network includes: 

¶ 1 international airport (www.aeroport.ro) 

¶ 161 km of European roads 

¶ 347 km of national roads (modernised) 

¶ 1061 km of county roads (out of which 527 modernised/ paved) 

¶ 955 km of communal roads 

¶ 290 km of railway  (the density of the rail road network being of 53 km/1000 sq. km);  

 

Iaĸi international airport  provides airway links not only with the internal destinations (Bucureĸti) but 

also direct links with other countries (United Kingdom, Italy, Austria, Israel); there are also charter 

type international flights (Turkey, Crete/ Greece). Nowadays, there are 6 major airlines covering 23 

external and internal routes, which points to a spectacular evolution in the number of direct flights, 

given that in 2012 there was only one single foreign direct air route, to Vienna.    

The major airlines operating on Iasi airport are Tarom, Austrian Airlines, Blue Air, Wizz Air, Air 

Bucharest and Aegean Airlines. The main external destinations are: Barcelona, Beauvais, Bergamo, 

Bologna, Bruxelles, Catania, Istanbul-Ataturk, Koln, Larnaca, Londra-Luton, Roma-Fiumicino, Tel 

Aviv ï Ben Gurion, Torino, Treviso. 

 

http://www.aeroport.ro/
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The passenger traffic through Iasi international airport has lately experienced a major increase (to over 

370.000 passengers/ year).     

 
The public transportation for Iaĸi municipality, as well as  Paĸcani, includes tramway, trolley bus and 

bus; 

 

Public services of water, sewerage, natural gas, hot water and thermal agent supply:  

¶ the 5 towns and 46 rural places receive current water supply;  

¶ 5 cities and 20 communes receive methane gas supply;  

¶ over 100,000 phone numbers; 

 

The Economy of  Iaĸi County 
 

× At the beginning of 2001, the City of Iaĸi received the title and the diploma of ñFive Stars Cityò 

concerning the business environement, within a project initiated by USA Embassy in Bucharest, in 

cooperation with IRIS CENTER (only the cities of Iaĸi, Timiĸoara, Cluj Napoca and Giurgiu were 

awarded this medal in Romania). 

 

× Nowadays, in the Register of Commerce within The Law court of Iaĸi, 39.024 companies are 

registered, registered as follows: 

 

Registration year: Nr. of companies 

2015 941 

2014 3603 

2013 4223 

2012 4167 

2011 3770 

2010 3135 

1990-2009 19185 

Total  39.024  
 

 

×  A number of  1358 companies have foreign capital. 

 

× According to the type of business, 41,6% of the companies have commercial activities, 38,7% 

work in the services field, 10,6% have productive activities and 9,1% work in the building  

industry.  
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Main type of business                                                                 
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× According to the top list of foreign investments, Luxembourg is on the 1st place with a total of 

72,4 mill ion Euros in 6 companies, Holland with a total of 37,2 million Euros in 41 companies, 

Belgium with a total of 13,2 million Euros in 36 companies, Cyprus with a total of 9,9 million 

Euros in 58 companies, Italy  with a total of 9,8 million Euros in 373 companies, Switzerland with 

a total of 8,7 million Euros in 33 companies, Germany with a total of 7 million Euros in 77 

companies, Turkey  with a total of 5 million Euros in 40 companies, Moldavia with a total of 3 

million Euros in 251 companies, Virgin Islands  with a total of 2,7 million Euros in 4 companies, 

Spain with a total of 2,5 million Euros in 23 companies, Russia with a total of 1,4 million Euros in 

8 companies, United Arab Emirates with a total of 0,9 million Euros in 2 companies, France 

with a total of 8,5 million Euros in 56 companies and United States of America with a total of 7,5 

million Euros in 37 companies. 

 

Main investors by country of residence 

(sorted by foreign social capital)
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Foreign investors presence on site, however it is still quite low and dissipated. The relocation of 

foreign companies, concentrated mainly in the capital and western regions (Transylvania and Banat) 

has not yet reached the province of Iasi and the North - East of the country in general. Nevertheless, 

for its strategic location at the European Union border, the North East Region is considered by many to 

be the next area of development and relocation of European companies. 

 

Main investors by country of residence

 (sorted by the number of companies)
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Industry  

 
× From the industrial capacity point of view, Iaĸi is the second most important Romanian city, after 

Bucharest. The main industrial sectors are: engineering (machinery and equipment), chemical, 

food, metallurgical, textile, building materials, wood (as shown in the figure below):  

Main industrial sectors (by turnover)

Engineering 35,2%

Chemical 13,1%
Food 12,5%

Metallurgical 10,0%

Textile 8,2%

Building materials 3,5%

Wood 2,0%

Other 6,0%

Energy production 8,9%

Mining 0,6%
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× The industrial production recorded a growth of 5,7% in the year of 2014, compared to the same 

period of the precedent year, higher than the national average, with a significant growth of 

exported production (30%). 

× The city of Iasi is an important IT  sector centre, with the presence of several international 

companies, such as Amazon.com, Bitdefender, Continental VDO, Embarcadero Technologies, 

Ness Technologies, Comodo Group, Bentley Systems, SCC, Capgemini or Pentalog, as well as 

two universities which offer specific degree programs. 

× Iasi is active in the manufacturing sector too, particularly in automotive, pharmaceutical industry, 

metallurgical production, textiles and clothing, constructions, wine, preserved meat. 

 

Agriculture  
 

         The arable surface 

represents 67% of the entire 

agricultural area of Iaĸi County, 

the percentage of private property 

being over 85%; the agricultural 

exploits represent 48,7% from the 

entire agricultural area of the 

county.  

        814 agricultural associations 

are functional, managing almost 

180.000 hectares, out of  which 

115.000 ha are in the cereal 

culture, 2.300 ha are in the field 

of viticulture, 1.361 ha are in the 

fruit growing industry, and the 

rest of 60.000 ha represent 

pastures and hayfields.  

 

× Regarding the situation of the cereal cultivated areas, representing 256.098 hectares, the last yearôs 

production comes with an average production of 3670 kgs per ha for grain and rye and 4875 kgs 

per ha for corn. 

× The area of 10.213 ha cultivated with grape yards offered a total grape production of 62.800 tons 

of grapes, with an average production of 6.150 kg per ha. Three major and well-known Romanian 

wineyards are to be found in the county of Iasi ï Bucium, Cotnari, Gramma. 

× The total production of fruits represented almost 55.000 to. with an average production of almost 

5900 kgs per ha. 

× The situation of the animal stock effective shows 88.740 bovines, 79.717 swine, 368643 sheep and 

2,49 million poultry (out of which 985.000 egg-laying ones) 

× Regarding the zootechnic production, over 61.000 tones of meat (of which 10.800 beef, 15.502 t 

pork, 5.151 t beef, 24.496 t poultry, 5.151 t sheep), 1.6 million hectolitres of milk, 108,6 million 

eggs were produced in 2014. 

 

Services 
 

× Commerce and services integrate 41,6% of the number of the total number of companies in Iasi 

county, counting 45% of the number of employees.  

× Among the trade companies, there are several shopping centres such as PALAS Shopping Mall, 

Iulius Mall, Moldova Mall, Hala CentralŁ, Era Shopping Park, Felicia Shopping Center recently 

opened and modernized (or completely renovated) and that are profitably working;  

× Located in the historic core of the city, near the Palace of Culture, the PALAS ensemble 

(http://www.palasiasi.ro ) is a "city in the heart of the city". Its  unique complex integrates areas for 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information_technology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bitdefender
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/VDO_%28company%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embarcadero_Technologies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ness_Technologies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comodo_Group
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bentley_Systems
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SCC_%28Specialist_Computer_Centres%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capgemini
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentalog
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manufacturing
http://www.palasiasi.ro/
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retail, hotels, A-class offices, apartments, underground parking lot with approximately 2,500 

parking spaces and a perimeter set up for entertainment, all these on a built area of over 270,000 

square meters. 

PALAS represents the largest private investment ever made in north-eastern Romania, its total 

value being euro 265 million. PALAS is known to be the biggest lifestyle center in the region ï 

counting 12.500.000 visitors/ year. 

The grand opening of the ensemble took place on the 31st of May 2012.  

 

× The portfolio of the prominent international brands at PALAS includes names which enter the 

Romanian market for the first time, such as Oodji and Garel Paris, as well as unprecedented brands 

in the north-eastern part of the country such as: H&M, Massimo Dutti, New Look, Tommy 

Hilfiger, Camaieu, LC Waikiki, Douglas, Humanic, Hervis Sports, L'Occitane, Subway, Gregoryôs 

etc. 

Other important retailers present in PALAS are: Auchan, Zara, Bershka, Stradivarius, Pull&Bear, 

Oysho, Hervis Sports, C&A, Sephora, Stefanel, Ecco, Motivi, LôOccitane, Intersport, Leviôs, 

Colinôs, KFC Drive Thru, Librarium etc. 

 

 

Pre-academic Educational System 
 

× There is a network of 233 pre-academic state educational establishments with a number of almost 

9.000 teaching staff working in it. In the countyôs school network there are registered at the 

moment 132.746 pre-school pupils and pupils, (out of which 22.444 in the pre-school system, 

41972 in the primary school system, 36.082 in the secondary school system, 27.621 in the high 

school system, 4627 in the college system, in the vocational school system, in the apprenticeship 

school system and in the special school system). 

 

Academic Educational System 
 

× There are 5 state institutions for academic education in Iaĸi (ñAl.I. Cuzaò University ï the oldest 

Romanian University, ñGh. Asachiò Technical University ï the first engineering school, ñIon 

Ionescu de la Bradò Agronomy and Veterinary Medicine University, ñGr.T. Popaò Medicine and 

Pharmacy University, ñGeorge Enescuò Arts University) in which over 45.000 students are 

studying. 
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× There are also 4 private institutions for academic education, in which over 15.000 students are 

studying. 

× Totally, University Centre of Iaĸi includes 9 Universities, witch receive almost 60.000 students per 

year, guided by 3000 professors and lecturers. 

 

Health Care and Medical Assistance Provided 
 

× The assets of the countyôs medical system (providing medical assistance not only for the 

inhabitants of the county but also to all the inhabitants of Moldova region and of the country) 

includes 30 hospitals (with a total number of beds of 7.256) ï 3rd rank in the country, 3 

dispensaries - polyclinics, 14 creches, 579 family-doctor offices, 213 medical laboratories, 602 

dentist offices and 452 pharmacies.   

× In these health care units from Iaĸi work almost 3007 doctors, over 850 stomatologists, 1226 

pharmacists and over 6,300 nurses.   

× The university medical clinics with great tradition, which co-operate intimately with ñGr.T. Popaò 

University of Medicine and Pharmacy are ñSf. Spiridonò Hospital (providing 50% of the needed 

health care assistance), the Institute of Oncology, ñC.I. Parhonò Hospital, the Neurology Hospital, 

ñSf.Mariaò Pediatry Hospital, ñSocolaò Psychiatry Hospital, ñElena Doamnaò and ñCuza Vodaò 

Maternities, the Emergency Hospital. 

 

 
 

Culture and Arts  
 

× Major events in the political and cultural history of Moldavia are connected with the name of the 

city of Iaѻi. The great scholars of the 17th century, Grigore Ureche, Miron Costin and later Ion 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grigore_Ureche
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miron_Costin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ion_Neculce



